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Three questions for Klaus Dittrich, CEO, Messe München 

EXPO REAL 2019: geared to the topics of the time  

 Another hall: NOVA3 as the venue for innovation and technological de-

velopment  

 Affordable housing: a hot topic at EXPO REAL too  

 Other major topics: urbanization and urban development, development 

of the EU, international capital flows  

EXPO REAL is opening a further hall in 2019, thus creating even more 

room for digital innovation—and, as usual, the fair offers an extensive 

conference program on developments and trends in the international mar-

kets as well as the individual segments. Three questions for Klaus Dit-

trich, Head of Messe München, about the highlights of the fair.  

 

1. One forum in the conference program of EXPO REAL is called ‘Keep 

calm and carry on?’—does this reflect the mood in the real estate indus-

try?   

The mood in the real estate industry continues to be positive but there is a 

growing watchfulness about general economic development. For years we’ve 

been attending to the question of when the boom will end—but we don’t see 

any trend reversal, at least not in the participation in EXPO REAL. On the con-

trary: we’re even opening another hall, NOVA3. Here we are bringing together 

innovation-minded and technology companies as well as the relevant topics in 

various forums. So on the one hand, we have created a central venue for all 

those who are interested in innovation and technological development and, on 

the other hand, we’ve created more space for other exhibitors in the usual halls. 

So, for example, we have attracted WeWork, Knotel, Medici Living Digital Ser-

vices, Max Bögl Stiftung, EXPORO AG, Taurecon, Munich RE and quite a few 

others as exhibitors with their own area in Hall NOVA 3. 

 

2. Especially the lack of affordable housing in the cities is a topic that’s 

making waves at the moment, and attempts at a solution are often contro-

versial. How is EXPO REAL dealing with this topic?  
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The subject of housing has long been firmly established at EXPO REAL and in 

the conference program of the fair. There is certainly no easy solution to the 

problem on either political or property-industry level, rather it’s up to everyone 

who is involved in this. Whether it’s by regulating rents, designating new areas 

for housing development or simplifying the planning and building processes—

there are plenty of proposals, and really radical ones too like the call to expro-

priate the big housing companies. In the conference program at EXPO REAL, 

we offer a forum where the topic can be discussed and—hopefully—where it’s 

not only about representing different standpoints but finding common ground 

too in solving the problem.  

 

3. What are the other main points set by the conference program?  

The subject of housing is closely connected with the development of the cities 

but is only one of the urgent problems. The changes and challenges of increas-

ing urbanization are one main emphasis of the conference program, which 

brings some very capable people together on this subject—including Peter 

Glus, Senior Vice President, Director of the Arcadis New Mobility Team from Ar-

cadis U.S.—in order to discuss the effects of urbanization, e-commerce and 

growing mobility.  

Another overriding topic is the question of what’s going to happen with Europe 

and the EU. At least to some extent, further economic development in Europe 

depends on this. It certainly isn’t just the still unresolved question of Brexit 

which has changed Europe, it’s also the changed majorities in the European 

Parliament after the elections as well as the divergent development of the indi-

vidual member states. Dr. Ulrich Kater, Chief Economist of DekaBank, will be 

describing the economic implications in his keynote speech, these will then be 

expanded on in the discussion which follows. And looking to the international 

markets, a main emphasis is Pacific Asia. Here it’s about the capital flows both 

from Europe to the markets there and vice versa—the increased involvement in 

Europe on the part of investors from Pacific Asia.  

 

 
Participation in EXPO REAL 
2019: no trend reversal in 
sight    
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NOVA3: digital innovation is 
the focal point of the newly 
opened hall 

 

You can find further information about EXPO REAL here: www.exporeal.net 

Videos: https://www.exporeal.net/messe/fotos-videos/videos-podcasts/ 

EXPO REAL blog: https://blog.exporeal.net 

 

About EXPO REAL 

EXPO REAL, International Trade Fair for Property and Investment, is the trade fair for networking 

when it comes to cross-sectoral and transnational projects, investments and financing. It encom-

passes the entire spectrum of the property industry and offers an international networking platform 

for the important markets of Europe, via Russia and the Middle East to the USA. The conference 

program with around 400 speakers provides a solid overview of current trends and innovation in 

the property, investment and financing market. In 2018 the Trade Fair was attended by 45,058 par-

ticipants from 73 countries and 2.095 exhibitors from 41 countries. The next EXPO REAL will be 

held from 7 to 9 October 2019. 

 

 

 

Messe München  

Messe München is one of the leading exhibition organizers worldwide with more than 50 of its own 

trade shows for capital goods, consumer goods and new technologies. Every year, a total of over 

50,000 exhibitors and around three million visitors take part in more than 200 events at the exhibi-

tion center in Munich, at the ICM – Internationales Congress Center München and the MOC 

Veranstaltungscenter München as well as abroad. Together with its subsidiary companies, Messe 

München organizes trade shows in China, India, Brazil, Russia, Turkey, South Africa, Nigeria, Vi-

etnam and Iran. With a network of associated companies in Europe, Asia, Africa and South Amer-

ica as well as around 70 representations abroad for over 100 countries, Messe München has a 

global presence 
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