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Influencing factors: price increases, inflation and interest rate policy are
currently of greater concern to the real estate industry than climate change
Major influencing factors and challenges for the real estate industry
Price increases and inflation

79%

Interest rate policy

64%

Climate change / climate protection

55%

Shortage of staff / skilled workers

49%

Affordable housing

36%

International conflicts

36%

Lack of space

24%

Cooperation between politics / administration and the real estate…

24%

Global economy

24%

Regulation

21%

Digitalization

20%

Technological innovation in construction
Image of the real estate industry
Note: multiple answers possible
Basis: 493 participants

14%
4%
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Amounts of money: the sector expects investments in real estate in Germany
to remain constant or decline
Development of the sums of money invested in real estate in Germany
Investments will ...

rise
26%

decline

48%

26%
stay the same
Basis: 493 participants
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The real estate industry mainly considers interest rate hikes by the ECB to be
positive
Interest rate hike as an instrument of the European Central Bank
Stalling of the real estate boom by the ECB

Consequences of interest rate increases by
the ECB

Blessing,
as property financing will
thus become more realistic
again in the future

no
39%

67%

yes
61%
Curse,
as the low or even zero
interest rate phase
enabled a lot of financing

Basis: 493 participants
all participants answered

33%
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ESG as a new criterion cannot (yet) convince everyone; however, one quarter
of the industry has not yet adequately addressed the topic
ESG (Environment, Social, Governance) as a new criterion ...

43%

... is finally the right way

... feels like a compulsory obligation

... is still overrated

... is still unclear to me

Basis: 493 participants

15%

20%

22%
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In ESG, all core topics are essential, but many consider Environment most
important
Importance in ESG

Environment

46%

Social

Governance

6%

2%

All equally important

None of the above

Basis: 493 participants

40%

6%
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Climate protection: improving public infrastructure and enhancing ecology in
cities are the most important measures
Key levers in climate protection
Enhance ecology in cities (carbon reduction measures such as
nature in the city, public transport and expansion of cycle paths,
etc.)

62%

Improve public infrastructure (expansion of public transport,
energy and water supply, recycling of recyclable materials, etc.)

73%

Improve private infrastructure (expansion of public transport,
energy and water supply, recycling of recyclable materials, etc.)

37%

Improve early warning systems (know risks and hazards,
monitoring, alert services, etc.)

None of the above

Note: multiple responses possible (except for “None of the above")
Basis: 493 participants

17%

4%
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Infrastructure: the real estate industry calls for more commitment on the part of
the public sector to develop infrastructure in the cities
Cooperation between the private real estate industry and the public sector
The real estate industry is to concentrate more on
public-sector real estate in project development, as
there is often a need for action

12%

The public sector needs to be more cooperative with
the real estate industry, because without the industry's
commitment, it is unlikely that new space will be
created.

65%

Private/public partnership models will gain importance
again since the public sector and the real estate
industry can only move forward together

50%

The public sector needs to act more strongly as builder
to fulfill its importance and responsibility

The real estate industry ought to focus more on the
public sector as a tenant, because that is what occupies
space and ensures stable rental income
Note: multiple answers possible
Basis: 493 participants

29%

13%
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Property types: care and residential properties will continue to grow in
importance in the future
Types of property that will gain importance in the future

Care properties

69%

Housing

68%

Healthcare properties

54%

Logistics

54%

Mixed-use properties

53%

Data centers

42%

Research and science properties

29%

Industry and manufacturing

18%

Office
Car parks
Retail
Hotels
Note: multiple answers possible
Basis: 493 participants

12%
6%
5%
4%
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Property types: senior and subsidized housing will become more important, as
will co-working spaces and specialty stores
Types of property that will gain importance in the future—a look into individual asset classes
Office properties

Retail properties

Independently financed
housing

46%

Street stores
Co-working will
increase

Residential properties

70%
Shopping centers

Funded housing /
social housing

23%

High-priced housing

Specialty
stores/centers
Co-working will
not increase

53%

80%

10%

69%
Student housing

20%

30%
Factory outlets

Notes: multiple answers partly possible
Basis: 493 participants; of these, all participants who believe that the respective type of real estate will gain in importance

15%

Senior housing

82%
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Affordable housing: from the real estate industry's point of view, the state
cannot solve the problem alone
Affordable housing as a problem

Thesis: "State cannot solve the problem"
Do not agree
17%

Agree
83%

Basis: 493 participants
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Affordable housing: the sector counts on the simplification of regulations and
cooperation with the public sector
For more affordable housing, the real estate industry needs to ...

... cooperate more closely with the public sector
(politics and municipalities)

59%

... participate in the simplification and
harmonization of regulations

72%

... become more active in this area itself

Reactions or special measures by the real estate
industry are not necessary

Note: multiple answers possible
Basis: 493 participants

32%

4%
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Investments: most companies do not plan to change their investment strategy
Types of property: current focus of companies and future shift
Future focus

Current focus
Residential properties

Office properties

Shift of investments
toward office

11%

Both

Other types of property

No change in
investment strategy

22%

38%

29%

Shift of investments
toward housing

1%

5%

Continued focus on
mixed-use properties

Not specified

Basis: 493 participants

56%

33%

5%
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Investments: B or C locations are of particular interest for residential and office
properties in metropolitan catchment areas
Future development of investments in B or C locations

Increased Investment in residential properties
in ...

Increased investment in office properties in ...

B locations

19%
B locations

C locations

B or C locations
in metropolitan environments

Focus remains on A locations

Note: multiple responses partly possible
Basis: 493 participants; all participants answered

9%

C locations

41%

35%

24%

15%

B or C locations
in metropolitan environments

Focus remains on A locations

52%

18%
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Investments: at present and in the future, the focus of the companies surveyed
is and will be clearly on Germany
Development of international investments in the company

More international investments

Less international investments

11%

2%

Unchanged international investments

19%

Only national investments

Not specified

Note: rounding differences possible
Basis: 493 participants

59%

10%
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Investments: Western Europe and especially Austria is an interesting market
for future international investments
Increased investments in international markets
Austria

28%

Switzerland

15%

Southern Europe

16%

Northern Europe

23%

Central, Eastern, Southern Europe

27%

Western Europe

38%

U.S., Canada

20%

Asia Pacific
Not specified

7%
25%

Note: multiple answers possible
Basis: 204 participants who are also planning international investments
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493 German exhibitors and visitors were surveyed for the EXPO REAL Trend
Index 2022
Survey method

Field period

Population

Survey method

 July 11–22, 2022

 German exhibitors and visitors of EXPO REAL 2021 and already registered German exhibitors
and visitors of EXPO REAL 2022

 Anonymous online survey
 Conducted by the polling institute IfaD

Number of interviews

 n = 493; 106 exhibitors and 387 visitors
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Economic sector / industry of the participants

Real estate investment

25%

Real estate finance institutions

8%

Real estate consulting

22%

Real estate project development

35%

Architecture & planning

9%

Construction project management

11%

Real estate asset, property & facility management

15%

Real estate operator & user

11%

Economic regions & cities
Information technology in real estate
Other
Notes: multiple answers possible
Basis: 493 participants

8%
4%
14%
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